IB Global Politics Summer Assignment - Mr. Davis

This brief assignment is meant to expose you to the 16 Key Concepts we will be covering next
year in IB “GloPo”. Being familiar with these Key Concepts before we begin the course will be
very beneficial to you, and will also help us get off to a quicker start.

First, | will give you a handout with the 16 Key Concepts as they are defined in our textbook.
You should study these and know them by the first day of class, as you will be quizzed on them
as your first quiz grade in the course. If you were not able to get the handout before the school
year ended, please see the next page of this document where | have included a picture of the
16 Concepts from the textbook. If you “didn’t know about this assignment” you will have one
week from the start of the school year to complete it.

Next, you will find FOUR news articles/current events that you will read and analyze. Each
article must come from a different continent. For each article, you will:

1. You must use MLA formatting including a heading, title, spacing, and a Works
Cited page with an hanging indentation. If you are not familiar with MLA format, you

2. Summarize the article in general terms in a paragraph of 2-4 complete sentences.
Essentially you are providing the who, what, where, when, and why of this event.

3. For each article you must explain how at least THREE of the Key Concepts are related
to the current event. It would probably be easiest to explain each in a separate
paragraph, but there are definitely occasions when two closely related Key Concepts
may “fit together”, so you may be able to combine two Key Concept explanations into
one paragraph.

| would recommend creating an 1B GloPo folder in Google Drive, and creating a sub folder titled
“Summer Assignment” that you keep this work in. | will create an assignment for you to submit
the work on our first day of class.

If you have any questions throughout the summer, please feel free to email me at
Nolan_davis.c@charleston.k12.sc.us. Keep in mind, | am working some, and traveling a lot, so
my replies may not be prompt, but | will do my best to check email periodically. Don’t freak out
about any of this. Do the best you can and things will be okay!

I look forward to working with you all this coming school year in a truly exciting and interesting
course!

- Mr. Davis Nolan davis.c@charleston.k12.sc.us
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Key concepts

Power

Sowarsignty

Lagitimacy

Interdependance

Human rights

Justice

The following 16 ley coNCERTs weve a conceptual thread through the course. They
shoukd be explored both when working with the four cone uinits, the engagement
activity and the HL extension, in order te equip students with a conceptisal
framewerk with which ta access and understand the political Esues examined.

|3

Pawer Is a contral eancapt in the study of global politics and & kery facus of the course, Pawer can be
cean as ability to effect change and, rather than being viewed as a unitary or independent force, i &8
an aspect of relations arnang people functioning within a sacial organtzation. Contested relationships
betwien peopls and groups of peaple dominate politics, particularty in this era of increased
giluballmim. and 5o understanding the dyramics of pewer plays a prominent rale in understanding
global palitics.

Soveralgnty characterizes a stabe’s independence, its comtrol aver territony and its ability to gavern
itsell. Hiow states wsa their soversign powar is at the hoart of iany impartant tssuas in glotal politcs
Same thecrists angue that soversign power is incraasingly bzing eraded by aspects of gabalizatian
such 2 globsl commurication and trade. which states cannat ahways fully control, Others argue that
sowereign states morcise a great deal of power when scting in their national interest and that this is
unlikely to change.

Lagitimacy refers to an actor of an action Being commanly considered acoeptable and provides the
fundamental basis or rationale for all forms of govermance ared ather ways of exsrcisng power over
others, The most accepited contemporarny source of legiimacy ina state is some form of democracy
ar constitutionalism wharaby the govarned have a defined and periodical apportunity ta chaoose
whi they wish o exercise mrm:ﬁm.ﬂmwmmﬁmeswm stabes in
which sugh an opportunity doss not exist. Within ary proposed averall framewark of legiimacy,
inclividuad actions by & state can be considared more or hes legitimate, Crther actors of global palitics
ard thair actions ean sl be evaluated from the perspective of legitimacy.

In gabal politics, the concapt of interdepencence most often refers to the mutual rellance between
and among groups, onganizations, peographic areas and/or states for a0cess 10 resquroes that sustain
[ving arrangements, Ofien, this mutual reliance s ecanadiic (such s trade), but can also have a
security dimersion (such as defiance arrangements) and, increasingly. & sustainahility dimension (such
35 prvironmental treaties). Globalization has increased interdependence. while aften changirg the
relationshlps of powear among the various actors engaged in global politics.

Human rights ane basic claims and entitlements that. mary argue, coe chould be able Lo exercise
gamiply by virtus of being a human being. Many cantemparary thinikars argua they are essential for
iwing & e of dignity, are Inafienable, and should be accepted as unlversal, The Universal Declaration
of Hurnan Rights adopted by the UN in 1548 is recopnizexd as the begiraing of the formal discusthan
of human rights arcund the workd, Critics argue that human rights are a Western, or at teit cufturally
relative, conoepl.

Thiere are a number of different interpretations of the concept of justice. it & often closaly associated
with the idea af faimess and with Indriduals getting what they deserve, althaugh what is meant
hnpdumti:dwmmﬁ.ﬂn&mmismappma:hpstbewwww the idea of rights, and what
indivicluals can legitimately svpect of one another ar of their government. Some theorists also angue
that equality not only in the inestitutians and procedures of a society but also in capabilities or weil-
being ouicoeTes is required for justice to be realized.

The cancept of liberty refers to having freedom and autonamy. Tt is often divided into positive

and negative iberty, with negatve fiberty defined as individuals having the freadom from external
coercian and pasitive iberty defined as individuals having the autanony to carry out their own
raticnal will. Some scholars raject this distinction and argue that in practice, one form of [Fberty
cannat exist without the other, It is also questioned if such an understanding of libarty is sufficient
fer an Interdependent warld, in which the seeming freedom and awsonamy of some may depeid
an lack of same forms of liberty for others. Hence, debates an equality inbarm our understanding of

libsarty as well.



Concept Explanation

Equality [Egalitarian theories are based on a cancept of equality thas all people, or groups of people, are
saan as having the same intrinsic value. Eguality is therefore dhasely linked to justice and faimess, as
egalitariars angue that justice can only exst if there [ equallty. Increasingly, with growing palarization
within socisties, equality & also linked to liberty, as different people have differing pessibilities to be
free and autonomous.

Developrment Development & a sustained increase in the standard of living and well-being of & level of social
ofganizatian. Many corsider it to imalve increased income; better access to basic goods and
Services; improvamants in edwscation, healthcare and public health; well-functioning institutians;
decreased Ineguallty; reduced poverty and unemployment; and mare sustainable preduction and
consumption patberns. The focus of development debates in contemporary global politics is on
Esues faced by developing countries, and on the imperative of shifting the focus from modemization
(seen a8 Westernization], However, all societies and communities face questions abaut how te best
profmate well-being snd reduce ill-being,

Globalizatian Globalization is a process by which the world's lacal, nationad and reglonal economies, societies and
cultures sre becoming increasingly integrated and connected. The term refers to the reduction of
barriers and borders, as people, goods, services and ideas flow mare fresly between different parts
of the world. Globalization ls & process that has besn taking place for centuries but the pace has
quickenad in recent decades. facllitated by developments in transpontation and communication
technalogy, and poeared by cheap enargy, It is now widely acknowledged that globalization has
bath benefits and drawbades and that its benefits are not evenly distributed,

Inequality Inesquality refiers 1o a stabe of affairs where eguality between people or groups of people is not
realized and the consequent patential compromises of justice and liberty. Inequality often manifests
imself through unequal aceess i resources that are needad to sustain life and develop Individuals
and communities. Conseguently, the concept is clasely connected 1o discussions of power and of
who holds the rights to these resources and thelr proceeds. Ineguality can be sxamined both as a
phenamenan within and between societies

Sustainability Definitions of sustainabifity begin with the idea that development should rmeet the neads of the
present without compromising the abifity of future generations to meet their nesds. Sustainability
tadiy has thres fields of debate ~ ervironmeantal, sociopalitical and economic. In plobal pokitics,
mechanisms and incentives required far political irstitutions, sconomic actors and Individuals to take
a longer term and more inclusive well-being perspective in their decigion-making are particularty
impartant.

Peace Feace |5 often defined as bath the sbosnce of conflict and vielence as well a5 a state of harmonious
redaticns. Mary also refer bo peace as a personal siate of non-canflict, particularhy with oneself and
with cne's refationship to athers. Feace ks the ultimate goal of marry onganizatians that manitar and
regulate social refationships, :

Conflict Conflict is the dynaméc process of actual or perceived opposition between individuals ar groups. This
could be opposition over pasitions, Interests or values. Most theorists would distinguish between
non-yialent and viclent conflict. bn this distinction, non-viclent conflict can be a useful mechanizm
Edmial change and transfarmation, while violent conflict is harmful and requires condlict

utian

Viclence Vialersoe i often defined as physical or psychological force afficted upan ancther being. In the
context of global politics, it could be seen as amything someone does that prevents others from
reaching their full potential, This broader definition would encompass unequal distribution of power
that excludes entire groups from accessing resaurces essential for improved living standards ar
well-being, and discriminatary practices that excludes entire groups of people from accessing cenain
TB50UFCES,

Hon-violence Mon-wiolerice is the practice of advocating one's own or others' ights without physically harming
the opponent. It olten invohes actively oppasing the system that & desmed to be unjust, threagh
for example boyeobis, demonstrations and eivil disabedience. Thearists argue that non-wiclence can
often draw attantion to a conflict situation and that it could provide a fertibe basis for post-conflict
trarsfarmation,



